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Palestinian kids grow up with the same 
positive role models as we did. 

But recently, ‘‘Sesame Street’’ has 
been off the air. Now Palestinian kids 
are left watching Farfour. This is 
Farfour right here. He’s a mouse who is 
the main character of a Hamas TV 
show. Instead of tolerance and under-
standing, Farfour promotes violence 
and anti-Semitism. 

This Congress approved funding for 
‘‘Sesame Street’’ in Palestine last 
year, but because of the position of cer-
tain individuals in Congress, that 
means the money is being held up. 
There’s no Elmo, but there is Farfour, 
trafficking and teaching extremism. 

I’m not the only one who wants Con-
gress to release the funding. Even the 
Israeli Government wants it released. 
Let’s get good funding to the people of 
Palestine so that they can grow and 
strengthen their own society. Let the 
funding flow and give something for 
Farfour to compete with—Elmo. 
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CHALLENGING US TO DO OUR 
BEST 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to welcome our 
colleague, Congresswoman GABRIELLE 
GIFFORDS, GABBY GIFFORDS, back home 
to this House, a place that she served 
ably and is serving ably today, to 
thank her for her courage and to thank 
her for accepting the challenge of what 
an American hero is. Many have called 
her that; for in the course of this enor-
mous tragedy, she stood tall and still 
continues to do that today. 

I want to thank the medical profes-
sionals, the emergency medical profes-
sionals, and many in Houston, Texas, 
TIRR, one of the best renowned reha-
bilitation hospitals in the world. 

But most of all, as Congresswoman 
GIFFORDS comes back, let us give as a 
gift, both on behalf of the American 
people and this Congress, that we can 
work together to improve the lives of 
all Americans. That I believe would be 
her challenge, and that would be her 
call. As she comes back today, serving 
the people of Arizona and serving the 
American people, we want to say: 
Thank you, Congresswoman, for your 
courage and for being a model for the 
American people and challenging us to 
do the best. 
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IMPROVING OUR ECONOMY 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, in 9 hours 
the President will stand on this podium 
behind me to deliver the State of the 
Union address. I remember the first 
time he did that. I sat in this Chamber 
as one of our colleagues called the new 
President a liar. And that was not the 
low mark in the partisanship that has 
earned this institution its historically 

low approval ratings by the American 
public. 

We’ll be sitting in bipartisan fashion 
today, and I guess that’s good; but let’s 
make it something more than sym-
bolic. Let’s think in our responses to 
this speech what is in this speech that 
we can find common ground to get 
done. 

I have a suggestion. I don’t care if 
you’re a Republican or Democrat, 
northern or southern, rich or poor, you 
need roads. You need railways, you 
need a good electrical grid for your 
economy to flourish. We’re going to in-
vest the money in those things at some 
point to fix them to be world leaders. 
Why not do it soon? Why not do it soon 
when it would help our economy and 
help millions of out-of-work Americans 
go to work with dignity. Improving our 
infrastructure is the way to improve 
our economy. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 
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WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL 
PRAYER ACT OF 2011 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 2070) to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to install in the 
area of the World War II Memorial in 
the District of Columbia a suitable 
plaque or an inscription with the words 
that President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
prayed with the Nation on June 6, 1944, 
the morning of D-day, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2070 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘World War II 
Memorial Prayer Act of 2011’’. 
SEC. 2. PLACEMENT OF PLAQUE OR INSCRIPTION 

AT WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL. 
The Secretary of the Interior— 
(1) shall install in the area of the World War 

II Memorial in the District of Columbia a suit-
able plaque or an inscription with the words 
that President Franklin D. Roosevelt prayed 
with the Nation on June 6, 1944, the morning of 
D-Day; 

(2) shall design, procure, prepare, and install 
the plaque or inscription referred to in para-
graph (1); and 

(3) may not use Federal funds to prepare or 
install the plaque or inscription referred to in 
paragraph (1), but may accept and expend pri-
vate contributions for this purpose. 
SEC. 3. COMMEMORATIVE WORKS ACT. 

Chapter 89 of title 40, United States Code, 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Commemorative 
Works Act’’) shall not apply to this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gentleman 
from the Northern Mariana Islands 
(Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Today, I rise in support of legislation 
that I sponsored, the World War II Me-
morial Prayer Act of 2011. 

This legislation directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to install at the World 
War II Memorial a suitable plaque or 
an inscription with the words that 
President Franklin Roosevelt prayed 
with the Nation on the morning of the 
D-day invasion. 

This prayer, which has been entitled 
‘‘Let Our Hearts Be Stout,’’ gave sol-
ace, comfort and strength to our Na-
tion and our brave warriors as we 
fought against tyranny and oppression. 
The memorial was built to honor the 16 
million who served in the Armed 
Forces of the United States during 
World War II and the more than 400,000 
who died during the war. 

Prior to introducing the legislation, I 
spoke to many World War II veterans 
in Ohio and asked them if they thought 
putting this prayer on the memorial 
would be appropriate. The answer was 
a resounding yes. 

Furthermore, the Nation’s largest 
service organization, the American Le-
gion, is supportive of this legislation. 
The American Legion in a support let-
ter said that this legislation would bol-
ster the meaning of the memorial and 
would also give strength and encour-
agement to future generations. 

It seems to me that if the remaining 
veterans of World War II are supportive 
of the prayer being added, we as a 
country should honor that request. 

Unfortunately, the administration 
and the Department of the Interior 
don’t think it’s that easy. Last year, 
the Department of the Interior testi-
fied before the Natural Resources Com-
mittee that this legislation would 
‘‘necessarily dilute the central message 
of the memorial.’’ Now, I don’t know 
how the administration came to this 
position because I don’t see how a non-
denominational prayer that gave sol-
ace and comfort and strength to our 
Nation during one of the most pivotal 
days of World War II and one of the 
most memorable days in our Nation’s 
history would dilute the central mes-
sage of the memorial. In fact, I think it 
would do exactly the opposite and 
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